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Welcome to the Sixth Form at The Purbeck School.
Our Sixth Form is successful and vibrant.
As teachers we work together with our students to ensure that they enjoy their learning
experience, make excellent progress and achieve the highest standards so that they can
progress into the adult world as happy, healthy, resilient citizens who will make a positive
contribution through their lives. Our students respond to this challenge wholeheartedly by
fully involving themselves in all that the school has to offer and by achieving among the
best A Level results in the county.
Students in our Sixth Form enjoy many privileges and are encouraged to take on
leadership roles and other responsibilities, both in school and in the wider community, to
develop the interpersonal skills that are so important for a successful career. In our last
inspection, Ofsted recognised how the availability of these opportunities has a significant
impact on the employability skills of our students.
Whether you are currently a student at The Purbeck School, or are visiting us to see what
we have to offer, we are confident that you will be impressed with our outstanding
facilities, our broad and challenging curriculum, our excellent results and friendly,
supportive atmosphere.

‘The Purbeck School Sixth Form is a wonderful community to be part of.
It offers an enriching, supportive and caring environment within which
students are encouraged to explore what they are truly capable of. We are
very proud of the very strong results that our students have produced
consistently over the past number of years. This has ensured that we have
remained one of the best providers of sixth form education in the county,
with teaching from expert teachers who are passionate about their subjects
making for a unique student experience. An excellent sixth form education
can open the doorway to many future pathways and we endeavour to ensure
that all our students have the opportunities that they need to fulfil their next
steps. Come and meet the sixth form team, the teachers, and the students,
and I know you will agree that this is a special place to study.’
Adam Darley
Headteacher

Inspiring opportunities
The Purbeck School is an outstanding
springboard for adult life. Every student
matters to us and we have high
expectations of all within Years 12 and 13.
We tailor learning and support to enable
personalised development in both
curricular and non-curricular areas.

All students carry out work experience
and are given individual guidance and
support for their progression, including
mock interviews with industry
professionals, to higher education or
apprenticeship or employment.

‘Attitudes to learning in the sixth form
are very strong. Students manage their
non-lesson time well, using the library
for private study. They are encouraged
to take on responsibility and act as
mentors for younger students, as well as
supporting learning in local primary
schools.’ OFSTED

Life and learning in The Purbeck School
Sixth Form is very different to Year 11. You
will find it a significant challenge when
taking more responsibility for your
learning, but you will soon develop and
enjoy growing your independent study
skills by taking your own notes, meeting
deadlines, undertaking independent
research and using your own initiative to
extend your knowledge beyond the
classroom. Together, we will prepare for
your exciting future.

You will also take part in an extensive and
unrivalled enrichment programme. For
example: working with engineers in
industry; having the opportunity to
develop an Extended Project
Qualification; plan, discuss and debate
against other schools in national
competitions; enjoy life-changing trips to
destinations such as New York, Barcelona,
Rwanda and Peru; flourish in one of the
many student leadership roles which will
enhance your employability skills.

Support and challenge for all
Excellent facilities
The large Sixth Form Study Centre is a
modern suite with excellent ICT facilities
and student wifi.

Indeed, The Purbeck School has superb
facilities with fully equipped science
laboratories, state-of-the-art technology
facilities including laser cutters and a 3D
printer, marvellous music and rehearsal
rooms, extensive art, ceramics and
photography studios as well as fantastic
outdoor and indoor sports facilities.
You will also be able to take advantage of
our Learning Resource Centre and have
access to the café all day, where you will
have plenty of opportunity to get
together with your friends.

Tutorial programme
The tutorial programme and daily contact
with you tutor will help to guide you
through your studies. It will build your
confidence in a number of areas,
including public speaking, and enable you
to take up opportunities that will develop
your talent and personal interests.
“My tutor was really supportive,
especially when I was struggling with the
work load. I have now developed very
effective organisational skills.”

Fancy building your own
3D printer, being in a
band or gaining valuable
experience by helping
those in the community
such as the elderly or
vulnerable?

Enrichment
Our enrichment programme enables students to
take part in a wide range of activities. You will
receive training in first aid, cooking on a budget,
current affairs and enterprise skills to name a few!
Students work as ambassadors in some subjects,
take part in school performances and compete in
Sixth Form sports teams.

Above and left are Year
12 and 13 student taking
part in first aid training

As Ofsted observed, ‘the
extensive opportunities
provided for The Purbeck
School Sixth Form
students significantly
improves future
employability.’

Pastoral System
The Purbeck School Sixth Form is a real community, working together and helping each
other. Students are assigned a specific tutor linked to one of their subject choices in
order to maximise the opportunities for learning and support by building strong
professional relationships with their teachers. In the tutor group they take part in a wide
variety of activities to prepare them for their life after Sixth Form. Year 13 students in the
tutor groups mentor the Year 12 students and the Year 12 students mentor the Year 11
students to guide them in their studies. Our sixth formers are great ambassadors of the
school , they are proud to be at The Purbeck School and ‘look out for’ the lower school
students, both at break, lunch and by assisting in some lessons.

Team building activities

Rehearsing for the school musical

Helping out in sports lessons

Student Leadership
Our house system values student leadership
and encourages everyone to take part and
develop their talent. The head boy and head girl
lead a team of very active house captains and
prefects who take the many opportunities to
develop their leadership skills and act as role
models for the whole school student body. By
gaining experience through these
responsibilities our students not only develop
their personal skills, but also demonstrate
invaluable qualities that allow them to
complete attractive applications for university
and other higher educational institutions.
You will develop a whole new range of
skills by working with us as a welfare
prefect, student voice prefect, or by
working in groups such as the Charity
Committee.

“As Student Welfare Prefect I lead other sixth form
students in running a mentoring system, providing a
friendly ear to listen to others whilst taking the necessary
action to improve school life for students. Being a part of
the welfare team expands your communication skills and
ability to help others; it is a very rewarding role.”

Higher and Able Performers
As one of only a select number of schools in the
south west, The Purbeck School holds the NACE
Challenge Award in recognition of the outstanding
support we give to our higher and able performers.
Our students embark on a range of activities
designed to stretch and challenge them and these
are often staffed by outside professionals including
Oxford University academics. Our stretch and
challenge activities include: the Pathways to Law
Programme, Mathematics Challenge, Engineering
Club, the ‘How Do We Know Club’, a regionally
successful Debating Club, and trips to universities,
to name but a few.
Every student at The Purbeck School Sixth Form can
be confident that they will be fully challenged and
supported in attaining the highest of ambitions.

Oxbridge
programme
In addition to gaining places at top
Russell Group universities such as
Exeter, Southampton, Durham and
Bristol, sixth form students at The
Purbeck School gain places and
study at Oxbridge. You will have
an extensive schedule of support,
including help with BMAT and
UKCAT exams and interview
practice. Oxbridge and Russell
Group summer schools give you a
real experience of Britain’s top
universities and by attending for a
week you will really improve your
chances of gaining a much sought
after place.
With a large number of successful
applications in recent years, The
Purbeck School really does allow
students to aspire and succeed at
the highest level.

Sixth Form Subject Choices
Aim High, Aspire, Be Successful
There are a number of A-Level/Cambridge Technicals and combinations available.
Please enquire on application

Applied Science – This popular Applied Science Extended Certificate will allow you to study how
science is applied in many different types of professions and industries. The focus of the course is
scientific usage, concentrating on how scientists use science in a real life environment. During the
course you will be given the opportunity to develop your practical skills through an extensive unit
studying experimental techniques. You will also learn how science contributes to our lifestyle and
the environment in which we live.
Biology – With the chance to study a wide range of exciting
topics, ranging from molecular biology to the study of ecosystems
and from micro-organisms to mammoths, Biology is a great choice
for people who want a career in medicine, dentistry, veterinary
science, physiotherapy, pharmacy, optometry, nursing, zoology,
marine biology or forensic science.
Business – Cambridge Technical Award - An excellent opportunity to gain invaluable insight into
the world of business, combining theoretical concepts with real life practical examples. A subject
that complements a wide range of other subjects, whether these are A Levels or other vocational
subjects. Studying Business really is a fantastic stepping stone to allow the continuation of study in
either Business or Business related subjects at university. Alternatively, skills developed and
knowledge acquired will ensure you are well equipped to enter the workplace.
Chemistry – If you’ve a passion for discovering how things
work, using logic and analysis skills, then Chemistry is the
subject for you. Studying Chemistry can lead to careers in
chemical sciences, food science, biological sciences,
medicine, medical sciences, anatomy and physiology
and chemical engineering.

‘Teachers have very high expectations
and plan lessons which engage and
stimulate students, who readily
respond.’ OFSTED

English Language - English Language is a very contemporary course which seeks to develop students’
knowledge about the contexts which influence the style of how we communicate in today’s world. It
does not consider literature in the more traditional sense, but instead takes as its focus the shorter texts
such as newspaper articles, advertisements, historical journals, emails and transcripts of everyday
speech. Where else can you learn about gender and language, children’s language, and debate the
impact of modern technology upon writing? The Purbeck School results for English Language, an ALPS 2,
place it among the top 10% of schools nationally!
English Literature - Characters and fictional worlds are brought to life, analysed through discussion and
spread out like intricate maps to be navigated chapter by chapter. There will be visits to the theatre to
bring play-scripts to life. You will analyse texts in the tragic and political and social protest genres, study
contemporary and classically traditional prose, poetry and drama, and gain an excellent qualification in
a subject consistently recognised by all universities as an A Level of the highest quality.
Fine Art - An exciting course which helps you develop the skills required to express and communicate
ideas about the world around you. The course encourages ambitious and individual practice whilst
allowing you to discover your strengths and interests through drawing, painting, sculpture and digital
media.
Geography - From volcanic eruptions with catastrophic
impacts, to a global population of over 7 billion people,
now really is the time to be a part of a subject which aims
to understand the way we fit into our interconnected and
fragile world. Geography is all around us and is part of our
everyday lives.
Health & Social Care - Cambridge Technical Award
Health and Social Care is an ideal course to take for those
interested in people’s well being. An exciting course based
on topical areas of health care. Students will be well
prepared to either enter the work place or further
education. They will study a wide range of units on
topics such as psychology, anatomy, sexual health,
dementia and infection control. With the NHS being
the single largest employer in the country it is little
wonder that this subject is so popular. This course is
either equivalent to one A level or two depending on choice.

History - Studying History will enable you to learn about countries, societies and cultures. So many of
today's conflicts and issues have their roots in the past; how can you negotiate with, trade successfully
with, or report on a country if you know nothing of its history? You will learn to identify truth and
recognise myth, propaganda and downright lies, learn about people - how they interact, the motives
and emotions that can tear people apart into rival factions or help them to work together for a common
cause.
Mathematics – A Level Maths has been the most popular subject at The Purbeck School for the
previous four years and has achieved outstanding results (ALPS grade 2) which not only demonstrates
the fantastic achievement of our students but also significant progress. We constantly seek to give our
students confidence that enables them to express ideas fluently, to talk about the subject with
assurance and to use the language of mathematics. A positive attitude to mathematics is encouraged,
as we study Core Maths, Statistics and Mechanics, and it may be seen as an interesting but challenging
subject.
Further Mathematics - Further Mathematics offers opportunities to extend the A Level study of
mechanics, statistics and calculus techniques. You will also engage with concepts of abstract algebra and
the development of pure mathematics after A Level.
Media Studies - Media Studies is designed to enhance your enjoyment, understanding and appreciation
of the media and its role in your daily life. The course introduces you to both media ideas and the
practice of production. You will have the chance to develop a real understanding of media platforms,
the contemporary media landscape and the influential role of the media in today’s society.
Photography - Photography is primarily about communicating creative ideas and observations. Both
digital and analogue technologies are explored to provide you with a wide variety of learning
opportunities and to ensure a broad base of understanding. You will investigate different approaches to
manipulating photographic materials, processes and procedures. Research into the work of professional
practitioners underpins each unit and will enable you to develop your understanding of contemporary
and historical approaches.
Psychology - From obsessive compulsive disorder to human reproductive behaviour, psychology covers
a range of fascinating topics. Psychology literally means the study of mind and behaviour. If you are
always asking ‘why’ then this is the subject for you. You will leave the course with an enquiring mind
and an ability to critically evaluate everything.

Results 2017
ALPS grade 3 – Excellent progress
26% A/A*
13.9% of students achieved AAB in 2
or more facilitating subjects

Physics - Taught by award winning teachers, Physics is a very popular subject at The Purbeck School.
Study Physics if you want a future where you’re in demand and have outstanding career prospects.
Physics is about understanding the world about you and using it to create new technologies for
tomorrow’s world, as well as solving the problems that we experience today. Those students studying
Physics can expect to be in high demand now and in the future.
Product Design - Product Design seeks to harness the innovation and technical design that is all around
us in the modern world. The state of the art facilities will allow you the opportunities to develop your
practical abilities through using a wide variety of materials and processes including CAD and 3D printing.
This sought after A Level can lead to engineering or creative degree courses as well as high level
apprenticeships.
Sociology - Sociology is the study of how we live in modern
industrial societies; of how we create social structures and how
we interact with them and each other. As a social science it
offers a new and stimulating challenge, encouraging you to
think analytically and raise issues that you might otherwise
have taken for granted.
Sport – Cambridge Technical (Single or Double Award or Triple Award)
This popular A Level equivalent course links practical-based
learning with sound theoretical understanding of sport in the
21st century. Leadership, methods of training, and the lifestyles
of our sports men and women, are all explored. This is an
excellent gateway subject for anyone wishing to further their
study or pursue a career in sport.
Travel and Tourism BTEC - We are more connected across the
globe now than we ever used to be. Transport has become
faster and more efficient; tourist hotspots are cheaper to visit
and we are constantly finding new places to visit across the globe – and beyond! Travel and Tourism
challenges students to discuss sustainability and the impact of tourism on destinations and societies.
Students start the journey of their preparation for successful careers and leadership positions within the
international tourism and hospitality sectors.

We also offer an opportunity to take an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) in a subject of your
choice – this is a research based qualification which is equivalent to an AS-Level and is highly
regarded by Russell Group universities.

If you are interested in studying any of the courses above then please refer to our website
www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk or contact the school directly.

Careers and destinations:
Looking after your future
The careers programme at The Purbeck School will support you in developing your skills
which will enable you to make the transition into higher education, a higher level
apprenticeship or accredited training in employment. Our students take advantage of the
numerous impartial range of talks, mentoring from past students, activities and individual
interviews as well as subject-specific advice from industry and academics which includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•

how to research and access a top university
university visits and summer schools
mock interviews with employers and academics
higher level apprenticeship workshops
a full programme of guidance for professional careers and Oxbridge candidates
tutor support with personal statements and CV writing

We have a dedicated area in the LRC for careers information, advice and guidance. All
students have the opportunity to attend the Careers Clinic each week and have a
one-to-one appointment with our impartial Ansbury Careers Adviser.
Why not visit our website to see the full range of
careers guidance and information available to
you?
“I was the first in my family to go to university
so the introduction to the Pathway to Law
scheme in Year 12 at The Purbeck Sixth Form
was invaluable. I have achieved a 2:1 in Law
from Exeter and am now pursuing my career in
Law”. Liam Voysey
“I received lots of support from the ‘How Do You
Know Science Club’ from Year 10 onwards which
helped me understand the style of thinking and
learning required for Oxford”. Harry Fagan who has just been awarded a first class honours
degree in Medicine at Merton College Oxford.

Destinations of recent leavers
ABERYSTWYTH
Physics
BATH
Mathematics
Pharmacy
BATH SPA
Human Nutrition
Psychology
BOURNEMOUTH
Media Production
Midwifery
Psychology
BRIGHTON
English Language
CANTERBURY
Sport and Exercise
Science
DURHAM
English Literature
EXETER
Geography
Mathematics
GLASGOW
Psychology
KEELE
History
LANCASTER
Natural Sciences
MANCHESTER
Biosciences

OXFORD
Biochemistry
PORTSMOUTH
Geography
Media Studies
PLYMOUTH
Business
Chemistry
Earth Sciences
Education Science
Geography
Geology
History
Psychology
ROEHAMPTON
Journalism
ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE
Bio veterinary Sciences
SOUTHAMPTON
Biomedical
Economics
Electrical Engineering
SUSSEX
Biosciences
Physics
SWANSEA
Egyptology
Psychology
WINCHESTER
Economics
Media

Higher Level
Apprenticeships
include:
BABCOCK ENGINEERING
EXON MOBILE
KPMG
SIEMENS
WESSEX WATER

‘Sixth formers receive very
good advice and
guidance, which prepare
them well for life
after school.’ OFSTED

School Office: 01929 550077
www.purbeck.dorset.sch.uk

